Hasnain et al: Urbanization and Its Effects on Social Stratification in Pakistan


[image: ][image: ]International Journal of Social Science Archives

ISSN: 2707-8892

Available at www.ijssa.com

[bookmark: _GoBack]International Journal of Social Science Archives, Jan-March, 2024, 7(1), 569-577

Urbanization and Its Effects on Social Stratification in Pakistan

Zara Hasnaina*, Muhammad Shahzadb, Laiba Tahirc, Muhammad Kamrand

aM Phil Sociology, University of Agriculture Faislabad. bBS Sociology University of Sargodha.  
cM Phil Sociology, University of Agriculture Faisalabad. dM Phil Sociology University of Agriculture Faisalabad.  

*Email: zarahasnain18@gmail.com
Abstract: This paper investigates the impact of urbanization on social stratification in Pakistan by looking at how fast cities like Karachi, Lahore, and Islamabad are growing; consequently raising spatial inequalities. With a rapidly urbanizing population, Pakistan is increasingly polarised by socio-economic status into younger generations who grow up in private housing societies shuttling from walled-off schools to Imam Barahs beneath bridges. This research uses a mixed-methods approach that combines both primary and secondary data to investigate patterns of urbanization, access to resources and opportunities in the pursuit for sustainable development along with considerations how informal settlements shape urban social dynamics. Using case studies of major cities, this paper illustrates variations in urban processes from region to region and these regional differences translate into divergent systems of social stratification. These indicate that the phenomenon of urbanization has opened up new opportunities in terms economic development but at same time aggravated some social inequalities such as education, health care and access to services, housing arrangements, and work. The paper ends with a conversation on the policy / research implications, noting need for more equity driven development strategies to respond to challenges of rapid urbanization in Pakistan.
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1. Introduction
[bookmark: _Toc136190966]In recent decades, urbanization throughout Pakistan has been ushered along quickly and drastically modifying the country's socio-economic tapestry. This change, referred to as urbanization whereby the population shifts from rural areas into towns and cities, is due to increased modernity in most societies such that individuals looking for improved economic outcomes are more likely not found within villages or farming residency where income levels tend either very low compared with employment activities smacked in town. Major cities Karachi, Lahore and Islamabad have been expanded into large urban centres by a surge in population. Urbanisation has brought with it its own set of opportunities as well challenges — all on the fronts of infrastructure development, services deliverability and social cohesion. In 2017, over one third of the country's inhabitants (over 36%) lived in urban areas, up from roughly a third back in 1998 according to recent census data with Karachi and Lahore emerging as clear focal points for that growth [Pakistan Bureau of Statistics],. In contrast, a city such as Karachi has recently become one of the largest cities in the world with an estimated population south of 15 million. Over the year’s rapid urbanization like other cities of Lahore and Islamabad have also taken place, highlighting that a much worthy demographic nationwide change has been anticipating. The objective of this study is to explore how social stratification dynamics are influenced by urbanization in Pakistan. In particular, the research seeks to understand how this process of urban growth has further facilitated class distinctions and social inequalities in the cities. With the growth of urban areas and increasing populations within them, resources and opportunities are not always evenly spread — exacerbating or creating socio-economic gaps. The study attempts to comprehend these action-interactions and their effects on urban population especially of varied social groups.
For this purpose, the following key questions guide the research: First, it wanted to know what effect urbanization had on social stratification in Pakistan. This question is important to recognise the layered effect of urbanisation on social hierarchy, including socio-economic class formation. Second, it analyses the main cohorts of countries experiencing high levels of social inequality in urban areas. Examples include the ways economic policies can reproduce or reduce inequalities in access to services and the role of informal settlements. Lastly, the study will take a closer look at how urbanization affects social stratification in terms of access to resources and chances. The study is also concerned with how urban growth has influenced sections of the population unequally, particularly in accessing essential services like education, healthcare and employment.
The importance of this research lies in its contextual relevance in relevant to the urban policy and planning framework Pakistan has adapted. It is important to understand how urbanization affects social stratification and vice versa in order to formulate more egalitarian strategies for urban development. They can help policymakers and urban planners to design responses that specifically target the drivers of social inequality in cities, meaning all people benefit more equally and fairly from urban development. Hence, this study is particularly important for the sustainable development of growing urban centres in Pakistan (Siddiqui & Rahman 2021).

2. Literature Review
Urbanization and its result on social stratification area unit the foremost significant areas of research in sociology. There are many discourses here to explain how urbanization impacts on social structures too, focusing mainly upon the subsequent inequalities and class divisions. Since Marx and Weber, classical sociological theories have established the foundations of social stratification. Marx focused on the economic nature of class divisions, arguing industrialization can lead to capital and labour coming together in cities therefore increasing social conflict (see Marx & Engels) For his part, Weber elaborated a more sophisticated model by taking into account status/power/lifestyle and class as constructs that contribute to differentiate the urban social structure (Weber 1978). More recent theoretical and empirical work has built on these frameworks focusing instead as Ramirez reflects, largely through the lens of globalization, also neoliberal subject to marginalization related economies coupled with changing global markets economic dynamics that are shaping new urban hierarchies in a fashion (Harvey 2005).
Urban social stratification is a really interesting question as many cities provide us with miniature studies in the reproduction of broader inequalities. These social standings are more distinct in urban settings, where wealth (and with it power) and resources tend to be spread less evenly. Researchers have examined the ways in which social stratification is reinforced through, for example, residential segregation and limited access to education or health care as well as employment opportunities. Urban planning and policy plays the major role in creating or reducing this kind of inequity as shown by these studies (Castells, 1983).
The historical development of urbanization in Pakistan provides the key to contextualize patterns of social stratification observed today; this conurbation has been underscored by myriad socio-political and economic realities pertaining to Pakistan, some of which include colonial legacies, post-independence industrialisation as well rural-to-urban movement. The colonial liquor of Pakistan urban centres Karachi, Lahore etc., was developed as an administrative and commercial offices hence their unprecedented growth subsequently after independence (Gilmartin 2004). Industrialization picked up in a huge way during the 1960s and1970 while greater urbanisation followed with all rural elements wandering off to bigger cities looking for jobs (Gazdar, 2007). This was also the beginning of serious urban disparities where some areas were invested in more than others regarding infrastructure and services which led to lop sided growth on an aggregate scale.
Comparing the urbanization demography of Pakistan vs other developing countries some similar and dissimilarities can be deciphered. As with many other countries in the Global South, Pakistan has witnessed fast and often haphazard urban expansion leading to a spatial mismatch between housing need vis-a-vis infrastructure and social services. However, the urbanisation of Pakistan also presents unique features in terms of its social stratification due to different historical factors including an influence exerted by religious and ethnic diversity (Zaidi 2015). In contrast to other developing world countries in which state-led urban planning was central, Pakistan's case has been distinctive because the overall pace of growth and distributional pattern within cities is more conditioned by private sector development or informal housing markets resulting into unique ways low-income housing inequality.
Research on Social Stratification in Urban Pakistan has contributed useful insights about the factors exacerbating inequities within cities of the country. Urban social mobility is generally affected by access to education, healthcare and employment facilities that studies have identified as the most important determinants (Hasan 2006). These opportunities, however — are typically distributed in an unequal fashion across various socio-economic populations. Informal settlements, for instance wherein life-saving services are scarce and there is an absence of infrastructure leading to reinforcing a vicious defective loop within poverty as such (Siddiqui 2013). Moreover, it would be folly to ignore that the ethnic and sectarian divide too not only combines with class division but have formed a complex stratification side of Pakistani cities (Sayeed 2017).
While these contributions are significant, much of the literature has gaps that this study intends to begin addressing. Whereas academic literature has extensively researched the economic and a few spatial facets of social stratification in Pakistan, there is little research on something that I refer to as life-worlds. We require richer analyses that take into account the interaction of class, ethnicity and gender in producing urban inequalities. Even in these areas, however the research was limited to specific cities and there is no comprehensive systematic research that has compared social stratification pattern amongst a large number of urban centres across Pakistan. Given the above context, this study aims to redress these gaps by advancing a larger comparative analysis and endowing various social groups´ voices with their due share in order for them to help analyse urbanization vis-à-vis processes of stratification upon which our understanding of Pakistan´s cities may thereby fill an empirically less detailed endowed gap.

3. Methodology
3.1 Research Design
In this regard, the study benefits from mixed-methods research design which contributes to a holistic understanding of how urbanization has engendered social stratification in Pakistan; combining both qualitative and quantitative methods. The mixed-methods design will be used to reflect the intricate and multidimensional nature of urbanization, in addition to its differential effects on various demographic groups. Integrating both qualitative understanding and quantitative indicators, this study seeks for a more comprehensive view of urbanization processes as well as their own consequences. Qualitative provides the opportunity for a deeper understanding of how individuals from different background experiences intersect with social stratification patterns, whereas quantitative is able to provide statistical evidence that is enough to generalize across large populations.
The rationale of using this methodology was that since the research questions need to be answered from different angles. The qualitative data that is being collected through interviews and focus groups will provide rich, contextualized insights into experiences of urbanization by different social groups. Finally, second other studies and surveys will provide us with quantitative data that we can analyse to measure how income levels access to services and employment status vary across classes of the world social stratification. Using these methods together ensures that the findings are as valid and reliable as possible, which provides a strong base for any conclusions made in the study.

3.2 Data Collection Methods
Methods Data for this study were taken from primary as well as secondary sources to acquire a comprehensive view of urbanization and social stratification in Pakistan. The paper will gather primary data that will come from surveys, interview or focus groups. It will create research tools that collect statistical data on social stratification in the areas of income, education, housing and various aspects of access to healthcare and employment. The surveys will take place in several urban centres so as to provide a wide range of participants with differing socio-economic and geographic separation. The semi-structured interviews and focus groups will also be used to collect the qualitative data, with participants purposefully selected. Such interviews and focus groups as will advance an understanding of how people experience and perceive urbanization, give more insight on the social dynamics.
Existing datasets—e.g., census data, government reports and academic studies — will be used to gather secondary data. It will bring in the secondary data and also provide background information on urbanization, demographics over time & other socio-economic indicators. It will also serve to verify and triangulate the results of primary data collection, so that conclusions reached in this study are based on solid evidence.
3.3 Sampling Strategy
The type of the above strategy would be a kind that may cater for broad array of views on urbanisation and social stratification in Pakistan. Eligibility criteria could also include characteristics like socio-economic background, geographic location and demographic characteristics of participants. We will also produce a segmented sample that includes variations in income, race and geographic location to capture the diverse experiences of people living in Pakistani cities. Sample size will be based on the requirement to provide adequate statistical power for quantitative analysis and sufficient thematic saturation for qualitative analysis. The survey questions will form part of the larger sample as a minimum 400 respondents are required for meaningful statistical analyses and to facilitate comparisons between different social groups. Based on these results, we will select 30–40 respondents for specific focus group and interview participation to gain depth in understanding qualitative drivers of safety culture.

3.4 Data Analysis
For this study, the data analysis procedure would use both qualitative and quantitative methodologies which is congruent with mixed-methods research design.
Leather Graffiti Link: During the analysis phase of your research, you will analyse your quantitative data using software like SPSS or Stata for survey. We will summarize data with descriptive statistics and then utilize inferential statistical tests such as regression analyses to help us tease apart relationships between variables (e.g., income levels on access to psychosocial resources). They should provide analyses which will present the regularities of social stratification and its determinants.
Thematic analysis will be used to analyse qualitative data from interviews and focus groups. This method compiles and then codes responses to highlight commonalities, trends or new insights in how participants experience urbanization or social stratification. Qualitative data can be coded and organized using Vivo software. The thematic analysis will deepen our understanding of the differing experience amongst social groups in relation to urbanization whilst providing a qualitative tag for the quantitative results, thereby contributing with context and content.
The integration of these analytical approaches will provide a detail and comprehensive analysis as both macro regional overview is required to situate the study in broad perspective as well it needs more micro analytical details needed for dense understanding Punjab, and how social stratification processes are conditioned by population growth ternary historical period.

4. Urbanization and Social Stratification in Pakistan
4.1 Patterns of Urbanization in Major Pakistani Cities
Urbanization in Pakistan is marked by growing migration to major cities, Karachi, Lahore and Islamabad. With growth been driven by internal migration, industrialisation and economic opportunity the cities were quickly expanding. The country's largest city, economic hub and the only port hasn't been immune either to being flooded with masses from across its four corners in search of work opportunities within Karachi as well-risky seduction by growing industries/services it harbours inside. In addition to its historical and cultural importance, Lahore has witnessed some development in the urban sector since centuries due to its role as a centre for education, commerce and transportation. In the case of Islamabad, a planned capital city illustrates another route to urbanization where state-led development has significantly shaped its entre landscape. Cities like Faisalabad and Rawalpindi have also developed but more in haphazard, unplanned ways compared to Islamabad (Hasan, 2010).
The reasons for such astronomical urbanization are many-fold. One of the main causes is migration from rural to urban areas, as people and families move to cities in search for better work, education facilities and health. Industrialization has been another important contributing factor, especially in urban centres like Karachi and Faisalabad that have seen the rise of manufacturing and textile industries which draw labour from across Pakistan. Furthermore, the skimming of economic activities in cities has made urban centres desirable magnets for upward societal mobility. Urban expansion in Pakistan has been sky-rocketing from the last few decades but rapid urban growth mostly out strips onerous capacity of these cities to provide sufficient infrastructure, services and housing which cause daunting challenges for Urban Management and Planning (GOP, 2020).

4.2 Impact of Urbanization on Social Stratification
The Urbanization and Social Stratification in Pakistan has been affected with distinguishing impact upon the extension of socioeconomic divides as well variety marked by complex levels socio economic hierarchy. Rising polarisation in the distribution of wealth and resources that is common as cities expand, depolarised by way of a fine-grained integration. The top ends of the society, frequently living in conceptualized and facilitated districts approach dignitary amenities like education, healthcare and recreational facilities. On the other hand, urban poor mostly residing in slums or katchi abadis have meagre access to even basic facilities (Sayeed & Qureshi, 2012).
Disparities in employment opportunities also heighten the stratification. Highly remunerative formal sector jobs, on the contrary which require requisite education and skills are disproportionately obtained by better off classes. The urban poor, meanwhile, are often forced into low-wage informal sector employment which offers little job security or benefits and locks them in to unending poverty. In cities, economic stratification results in spatial segregation where the wealthy and poor people live at different places under diverse conditions (Rahman 2015).

4.3 Access to Resources and Opportunities
Inequalities in the availability of resources are at the core of class stratification evident throughout Pakistani cities. Education is one of the biggest examples where there is disparity. The rich can afford to send their kids to good-quality private schools, while the urban poor have no choice but turn towards public-schools needing more funds. This educational divide leads to high difference in economic status and lifestyle because higher the education, more are opportunities for a better job which thus increases their standard of living (Khan, 2019).
How accessible healthcare is has a lot to do with your socio-economic class as well. The private healthcare services are of a better standard but cost more, which only the wealthier can afford while the poor have to turn too overpopulated and run-down public hospitals. Urban housing is another area marked by inequality — there are well-constructed and serviced homes in which dual-income middle-class families live, and then on the other hand urban poor often inhabits informal settlements where infrastructure development has not yet occurred or remain deficient (Gazdar 2019).
They add that, urban planning and infrastructure development is critical in mitigating or exacerbating these inequalities. When it comes to cities with more equal opportunity and participation as observed in some places of Islamabad, there exist hardly any differences. Urban planning in Pakistan has traditionally prioritized the middle- and upper-class, promoting gated communities for protection from proposed threats, designing commercial zones that serve to benefit primarily high income consumers while stalling necessary public infrastructure investments (Hasan 2013).

4.4 The Role of Informal Settlements
Slums are omnipresent face of urbanization in Pakistan and a causal social stratification. Typically, such settlements are inhabited by the urban underprivileged classes mostly being migrant labour to cities from states in search of better opportunities but cannot afford formal housing. In informal settlements, residents typically face severe deprivation and have little access to basic services like water, sanitation or clean energy. In addition, such conditions help to maintain poverty and underpin social marginalization and exclusion (UN-Habitat 2014).
The proliferation of kachi abadis in these largest urban centres like Karachi, Lahore and Islamabad reveals the problem with urban governance here; as well... it mirrors a massive failure of housing policy many are in zones prone to environmental risks like floods or near industrial flanks, adding to dangers the local population has factored with already. In the absence of legal identity and representation, as well as protection of property rights e.g. informality etc.: Informal settlements are prone to unplanned displacement with no or inadequate payment if compensation at all (Naseem, 2020).
That there is complex play of things at other end as well can be seen in the case studies from sites such as informal settlements found commonly in cities like Karachi. One of the largest informal settlements in Asia, Orangi Town Karachi has used community initiatives to develop its own infrastructure and services informally. However, the people of Orangi Town are still deprived with major problems like low education and health services which could only be possible if linked to politics in Sindh since a long time (Hasan 2010). In conclusion, the case studies serve to reflect how informal settlements feed into wider social stratification in urban Pakistan by further entrenching it — whilst also underlining on other hand resilience and agency of marginalized communities.
Thus, urbanisation in Pakistan resulted greater impacts on social stratification causing disparities especially among access to resources and opportunities. Urban growth patterns alongside unimpressive urban planning has widened the socio-economic divides in several big cities causing informal settlements to sprout. Meeting these challenges will need the formulation of a more equitable urban development strategy focusing on inclusive planning and providing basic services for all.

5. Case Studies
A. Karachi: The Dynamics of Social Stratification in Pakistan’s Largest City
The largest and one of the most socially stratified places in Pakistan, Karachi. The rapid urbanization of the city has meant income inequality deeper rooted in its demography — with little opportunity to escape poverty for those from outside Maharashtra. The disparity between the rich areas of Clifton and Defence Housing Authority (DHA) compared to informal settlements such as Orangi Town, Lyari is jarring. Some of these disparities are income-based, but many also belong to the spatial domain — wealthier areas have better infrastructure, services and security while poorer pockets lack even basic amenities such as clean water; electricity or sanitation (Hasan 2010).
Ethnic lines complicate the social fabric of Karachi even further. As a result, Karachi is represented by diverse ethnicities like Sindhis, Muhajirs, Punjabis Pashtuns and Baloch, out of many. They are often living in ideologically separated communities, which results from intergroup prevails over others in the experience of aliases and political efficacy. This has further fuelled violence and anarchy in the city, where groups have historically attempted to wrest control over different areas of life such as government services jobs, educational institutions and business (Sayeed & Qureshi, 2012).
Karachi is resource-rich, but the availability of these resources is configured through unequal social stratification. The rich, privileged few can afford private healthcare and schooling; the less-fortunate majority make do with overstretched public services that may be underfunded or mismanaged. Urban employment is also segregated: the upper class with formal sector, high-paying jobs only accessible to a minority of educated elites and informal work in menial low-wage occupations for many poor urban residents. Party division results in little social mobility for the lower classes, at a minimum maintaining or solidifying an already existing hierarchical society (Rahman, 2015)
B. Lahore: Urbanization and Social Change
Urbanization, Lahore being the 2nd largest city in Pakistan means that it has transitioned through dynamics which have their footprint on its class system. The socio-cultural richness of Lahore can be justified by calling it the cultural and historical capital as this city has a population composed of people from various backgrounds. The growth of the city has been facilitated by booming industrial activity and an increasing number of educational institutes, turning it into a major economic as well as intellectual hub.
Such urbanization of Lahore has left a deep impact on the more existing pattern of social stratification that people previously practiced and followed in their every-day life. Despite offering significant economic opportunities, Lahore has tended to focus investment on certain sectors like real estate, education and services that have disproportionately served the city's upper-middle class. The colonization of the periphery over decades by these groups — housing societies mired with 24/7 electricity and water, ensured security etc. inter alia (Gazdar), complements a segregation model that is increasingly cutting them off from lifeworld’s other than those occupied most predominately by low-income populations within older parts in the city known to have lesser amenities as well eastern block court-styled slums forcible removed earlier into new development phases like Bahria Town gone bad (Rean etal).
In Lahore, social mobility is contingent on our educational institutions which are without doubt the best in Pakistan. Access to higher standard education is an important marker for social status in Lahore and prestigious schools and universities are a gateway of all the elite jobs. But the availability of it is confined too much to those who have money… reinforcing imbalances in pedagogy and — indirectly but significantly when we talk about Education— economic and social mobility. Private education continually increases, and as such the urban poor have little means to increase their socio-economic status (Khan 2019).
Urbanization of Lahore has also changed its spectra into more open to social norms and values; hence projection of declining glory does not adhere properly among the youth who are increasingly influenced by wide spread global cultural trends. One such cultural shift has been in the redefinition of social status that positions modernity and consumption patterns as more critical indicators than is class by traditional markers of family background or occupation (Hasan, 2010).
C. Islamabad: Planned Urbanization and Social Stratification
Being a capital of a country, Islamabad is one unique example of any planned city in Pakistan. While Karachi and Lahore have grown organically, a mass of often haphazard urbanisation threatening the natural flow of rivers, Islamabad was planned as a modern capital in the 1960s with an overall master plan meant to control its growth. The urbanization has affected social fragmentation in the city.
Social stratification in Islamabad is directly associated with the nature of planning that has mushroomed a serious separation within various strata, and this precisely entails bold difference between members owing to their classes or ranks. It is divided into sectors and the more elite are found in F-6, 7 & 8 etc. where all govt officials from both police to politicians, diplomats, rich business /industrial sector have their houses. These places have broad, tree-lined streets, large homes and are close to good amenities like international schools and hospitals. Typically, poorer sectors like those in Bara Kahu and Tarnol as well as informal settlement areas do not have the same level of infrastructure or services (Siddiqui 2013).
Employment: Islamabad has one of the most diverse cross-sections of urbanization planned across the country, and its economy is dominated by government service jobs that provide infrastructure for national institutions such as academia, research institutes, administration agencies; foreign embassies trades international organizations; private sectors. Most of these jobs are aimed at skilled people who have higher education, while the informal sector is more suitable for those with a low education level, which also makes their salary less and job benefits. This is accompanied in the city’s education system where access to top schools and colleges are only available to those who can pay, further entrenching structures of inequality (Naseem 2020 :).
Nonetheless, the fact that Islamabad is a planned city also creates opportunities for more equitable development than cities such as Karachi and Lahore – which have grown in an organic mess. The city's infrastructure and governance could offer some respite without being kept in check and managed inclusively, inhibiting racialized urban inequalities. Still, the task then and now is to make sure that whatever we do in our plans for the future of cities places all residents urban at heart not just those who are elite (Hasan; 2013).
In sum, these three illustrative case studies of Karachi, Lahore and Islamabad inform the dynamic nature of urbanization in Pakistan which plays a critical role in creating as well navigating social stratification. While the circumstances of each city differ, underlying themes such as income disparity, access to resources and urban planning emerged. This understanding is important to unpack the larger subject of social inequality in an increasingly urbanized Pakistan.

6. Discussion
6.1 Synthesis of Findings
Through the examination of Bauakwe, Lahore and new cases from Islamabad this research has attained a detailed comprehension into how urbanisation inscribes social stratification in Pakistan. In Karachi, where there is fast urbanization as well and all kinds of groups have started living together in the same neighbourhoods which reflect class too an impact on livelihoods. This is exacerbated by ethnic tensions that deepen these inequalities as well as unleash social fragmentation and conflict. Meanwhile, due to the rapid urbanization of Lahore and increasing lack in equal opportunity, we can see that access to education and other economic prospects contribute significantly but unequally towards educability which is indeed related closely with social mobility. This allows the urban poor little chances of moving up in a city where they have almost no access to quality education and high paying white colour jobs that are created primarily for consumption by the booming middle and upper classes. Islamabad, a planned city from the start reflects a contrary narrative in contrast as urban planning has succeeded to created different socio economic zones within the complex on one hand while it had also maintained and even fortified parallel inequalities by affiancing social elite with masses.
In addition, these case study findings are consistent with the predominant theoretical insights that emerge from the literature review: theories of urbanization and social stratification. In Pakistan, urbanization stemming from agrarian capitalist production has failed to yield planned cities (making this paradigm inapplicable) and may support Marxist perspectives linking growth of the city with greater class struggle as well as socio-economic segregation thanks to such rapid degeneration shown in Karachi or Lahore based spontaneous forms described by Marx & Engels (1998). Meanwhile, Weberian social stratification theory based on status / power and life-style is basically the experience of different urbanization processes to be found from various strata in these cities where better living conditions enjoyed by rich with access to ample resources (Weber, 1978:). This illustrates the centrality of various forms and meanings, among urban sociological theories that urge governance-based mitigation (or exacerbation) inequalities through infrastructure development in its right to social stratification as backdrop for housing; certainly of how planning determine what can be or it cannot.
The three cities have several commonalities when it comes to the patterns of social stratification. In every city, income is tightly correlated with the ability to get resources and those who are wealthier have significant privileges over the poor. But the size and shape of these gaps also depend on things like how cities are planned, racial diversity and local economies. For example, the guided development in Islamabad has ensured a better—if still inequitable—allocation of resources than rampant urban growth in Karachi that is marked by extreme and extensive inequalities.

6.2 Implications for Urban Policy and Planning
The strong relationship between unplanned urbanization and social inequality implies that without better planning, we cannot correct these problems. This calls for integrated urban development planning to enable equitable resource and service accessibility in rapidly growing, informal spontaneous cities like Karachi or Lahore. Such measures could include efforts to expand and improve public education, healthcare access, affordable housing for residents in low income areas.
In addition, the way in which informal settlements contribute to existing problems of social stratification also suggests a policy response focused not merely on improving conditions for residents of these localities. Urban policies, therefore, should not just be about eviction and slum clearance— that is the temptation they might have internalized — but more comprehensively directed towards mainstreaming informal settlements within larger urban conspectus with all residents accorded legal existence supported by better infrastructure provisioning for basic services. Based on this, the case of Orangi Town in Karachi with successful community-led solutions to informal settlements could stand as an example for other cities (Hasan 2010).
The relatively better (than Karachi) urban planning in Islamabad has merely organized the growth trajectories and spatial locations of populations, but not resolved social differentiation due to segregation by income category. Both trends are such that policies designed to make the city a place for all—such as mixed-income housing and greater access of public services on left behind communities —are particularly urgent.
On the whole, the study proposes a move towards inclusive and participatory urban planning processes in Pakistan. This entails engagement with local communities for consultation and process facilitation, development of urban policies that are equitable ensuring improvement in the living conditions of all categories of those who live there and prioritizing delivery on public investments (infrastructure & services) geared towards improving quality provision benefiting largely the better off.

6.3 Limitations of the Study
Although this study gives us great knowledge about the urbanization and social stratification in Pakistan, we should also consider its limitations. A particularly big drawback is the limitation to only three cities — Karachi, Lahore and Islamabad. Although selected to be representative and significant, these cities may not entirely capture the explanatory power of urban experiences in other Pakistani cities especially smaller or relatively less developed urban centres. In the next phase wider cross section of cities may be explored to generate new insights on urbanization in Pakistan.
A further limitation is the use of secondary data in some parts of analysis. However, these sources are not necessarily comprehensive in fully capturing up to date and granular details of rapidly evolving urban context. Future research could be enhanced by the collection of additional primary data, especially longitudinal data on social stratification trajectories.
Finally, a mixed-methods study design provides the possibility of covering more significant assumptions; however it may not fully illustrate each experience on urbanisation. These methods wish to be replaced in any future research, with much more ethnographic examinations into how urbanization are unfolding and attitudes about social thoughts of their residing lives.
In sum, this study reveals the intricate relationship between urbanisation and social stratification in Pakistan; how significant momentum for a more equitable urban development could be gained from challenging yet liberating realism of the recognition that every city houses rich diversity. The limitations identified and findings established here will help in addressing the gaps to guide further research on developing more inclusive and just cities for Pakistan.

7. Conclusion
This paper has explored how urbanization influences social stratification in Pakistan, utilising three major cities of Karachi, Lahore and Islamabad. The results postulate that rapid urbanization has induced an increased social and economic hierarchy in the selected cities. The confluence of uncontrolled urban expansion, economic inequality and ethnically diverse population has given rise to hardened social stratification with distinct imbalances in the access to services. Urbanization in Lahore has been marginally more planned, this urbanisation is rife with challenges and vast disparities: access to basic education and economic opportunities remain dominant issues. Islamabad as a planned city suffers through social stratifications which are enforced by the spatial clustering of different socio-economic groups, signalling that urban planning means little without considering its inclusionary effects. Whether Sharia or secular law is in force, the urban poor - who have almost no access to quality education, health and secure livelihoods — will continue to be excluded from broader society; maintaining a dysfunctional social hierarchy across all three cities.
The study adds to the wider body of sociology by an extensive examination regarding how urbanization in a developing country such as Pakistan engenders stratification. It illustrates the challenges of urbanisation in fast-growing areas, where economic growth rapidly expands while social disparities increase at a similar pace. This study enriches the theoretical perspective on urbanization process and its socio—economic consequences by combining case studies from completed empirical implementations. The paper also underscores the importance of ethnic diversity in informal settlements and urban planning for understanding how these two factors can intersect to produce social hierarchies, which may be true not only in Pakistan but all over developing world undergoing similar process of urbanisation.
In this scheme correction of social stratification in urban Pakistan is vital for sustainable and equitable development. The challenge is to make sure the gains from urbanisation are more widely shared it does not help that cities keep getting bigger. This study stresses the importance of urban planning which is inclusive, meets basic needs and integrates informal settlements into a legal framework. Without it, the social inequalities that have been heightened by urbanization are likely to continue and thus ultimately hinder a more overall development of Pakistan's urban centres. Hence, in Pakistan's context it is imperative to focus deliberately on elimination of social stratification for building sustainable and inclusive cities.
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